Economics 274 - Honors 327
American Economic History

Fall 2006

Instructor: Larry Wimmer

Time: TuTh 9:30-10:45 am 202 MSRB
Office: 145 Faculty Office Building; Phone 422-3354

Office Hours: TuTh 8-9 am, Th 10:45-11:15 am

Teaching Assistants: Jake Carter j.jakecarter@gmail.com
Ryan Watkins ryandote@gmail.com
Review Sessions -- TBA

Texts:

1. Stanley Lebergott, The Americans: An Economic Record, Norton, 1984. [Lebergott] (21 of 40
chapters) _

2. Jeremy Atack and Peter Passell, A New Economic View of American History, Norton (Z"d
Edition), 1994. [New View] (14 of 23 chapters)

3. L. Wimmer, Student Handbook [SH], 2006
(Available at Cougar Copy Center: 725 E. 820 N., 374-9992)

Prerequisite: Economics 110

Grading: Exercises (6) typed 70
Short Exams (5 @ 25 pts. each) 125
Three Term Papers 3@ 50, 50 & 30 pts) 130
Final Exam (Dec.18, 7-10 am) 150
Total 475

Papers and exercises are due at the start of class. All papers should be turned in as hard copy, not email.
Late Papers: late for class with late paper -2 points; papers turned in the same day, but after class -5
points; papers turned in the following class period -10 points; completion of all term papers is required
to receive a grade for the course, but if turned in after the second class period, papers receive no more
than 10 points.

Late exercises: -1 late for class; -3 turned in after class, same day; -5 turned in the following class period.
Attendance will be considered in determining your final grade.

Short Exams are taken in the Testing Center.
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Exercise 1 --

Exercise 2 --

Exercise 3 --

Exercise 4 -

Exercise 5 --

EXERCISES

Measuring Welfare - (1) Distinguish possible differences between Real GDP and
“welfare” or “standard of living.” (2) From the National Income Accounting chapter of
Econ 110 or another Macro text: a) define GDP; b) what are the three methods of
measuring aggregate output or income; and c) illustrate the difference between Nominal
(current) GDP vs Real GDP. (3) Suggest two weaknesses of Real GDP as a measure of
welfare. (10 points - due Sept. 7)

Price Indices/Real and Nominal Values - Use the handout given to you in class to
construct a single price index. Use this price index to deflate “nominal” historic values
into current “REAL” values. (10 points - due Sept. 14)

Family Pedigree Chart - Starting with yourself, list as many names and
birth/marriage/death dates as you can find back to and including your great great
grandparents (5 generations). (10 points — due Sept. 19)

National Origins of your Family - In outline or list form, identify as many members of
your family as you can find who themselves were immigrants to this country (not those
who were children of immigrant parents). List names, countries of origin, approximate
dates of immigrations, place of settlement, and occupations if known. Conclude with a
half page considering both push and pull factors that may have influenced their decision.
(10 points - due Sept. 28)

Your family in the Census Manuscripts — Conduct a Census search for two members of
your family: one from any census year of 1850, 1860, or 1870; and the other from any of
the 1900, 1910, 1920, or 1930 censuses. Use the census manuscripts in the HBLL, other
family history centers, or one of several Family History websites (ex. ancestry.com).
Write a 1-2 page report identifying the information found and difficulties encountered. If
wealth was found in the 1850-70 censuses, convert those values into year 2000 values. If
wealth was not found, assume $100 real wealth and $75 of personal wealth, and convert
these values into year 2000 dollars. Show your work. (20 points - due Oct. 5)

Exercise 6 -- List and defend one important conclusion from EACH of the following three topics:

(1) One important lesson you have learned from this course (positive or negative)
regarding America’s past.

(2) As aresult of your study of America’s past, what primary recommendation would
you make to those in underdeveloped countries wishing to escape poverty and poor
economic performance?

(3) From this course, why are you more or less optimistic regarding America’s future?
(10 points - due Dec. 7)

Family History Websites: ancestry.com www.ancestry.com; Cyndi’s List www.cyndislist.com; Ellis
Island Passenger Records www.ellisisland.org; Family Search www.familysearch.org; Rootsweb.com
www.rootsweb.com; Vital Records Information US www.vitalrec.com.
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AMERICAN ECONOMIC HISTORY -- TERM PAPERS

From each section choose one topic to write a 6-8 page, double-spaced paper as it relates to your direct

family lines. Your paper must include (1) a comprehensive introduction of the importance of the topic; (2)
national data and trends; (3) data pertaining to your family’s experiences; (4) comparisons with national

trends; (5) a conclusion of your significant findings; and (6) a bibliography.

The primary purpose is to explain national levels and trends and compare these to your family’s

experience. These papers should emphasize data, data sources, and data problems. Lebergott, Atack and
Passell, class lectures, and the Student Handbook are resources for finding trends in the national data. It is
suggested that you make use of the writing lab before submitting your final paper.

PAPER I. (Choose from topic #A or #B) - (due Oct. 19)

A.

Examine the MORTALITY experiences of one family line (plus siblings) since 1850. Examine age
at death, infant and childhood deaths, mortality of mothers in childbirth, and disease-morbidity
experiences. Include comparisons to national life-expectancy (direct line at age 20, sibling at birth).
Female FERTILITY for two family lines from 1850 through your mother’s generation. Examine
family size, age at marriage, child spacing, and age at first and last birth. Include national comparison
and possible explanations for trends.

PAPER Il. (Due Nov. 14)

A.

GEOGRAPHIC AND OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY. Examine national trends in migration and
occupational choices, and compare these to two direct lines of your family since 1850-70 up to the
present (including your parents). Look for families with variation. Include causes and consequences of
migration; urban/rural; role of education, etc. Where possible, examine consequences of occupational
choices, including farm/non-farm, blue/white collar, education by age and gender, and if available,
changes in the work environment, hours, safety, etc. Be sure to include a discussion of the role of
women. Emphasize the period since 1870 (earlier period in outline or summary form if relevant). For
source material, see Lebergott Ch. 28 and 29 and Atack & Passell Ch. 15.

PAPER IIL (Choose #A or #B) Oral History (preferably from your family, but an acquaintance will suffice)

A.

(due Dec. 7)

Socio-economic impact of the GREAT DEPRESSION — Write a report based on an oral history of
two couples or individuals who experienced the Depression, preferably someone born before 1930.
You may need to find great-grandparents, grand uncles or aunts, or possibly a neighbor or family
acquaintance. I am interested in the seriousness of the impact of the Depression upon their lives, and
also in coping strategies they might have used to compensate for market conditions.

The socio-economic factors involving IMMIGRATION — Write a report based upon information
from our texts and your oral interviews with two families who have immigrated (legally or illegally) to
the United States within the past 20 years; look for variation. Carefully examine both “push” and
“pull” factors involved in their decision. What have been the primary problems and successes resulting
from that move? Have their hopes been realized? What is the likelihood of them returning to their
home country?



